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EXETER-MERRITT WATER COOPERATIVE 

35 MAIN ST.  

EXETER IL  62621 

217-754-3090 

 
The undersigned (hereinafter called “Applicant”) hereby applies for membership in and 

agrees to purchase water from the Exeter-Merritt Water Cooperative (hereinafter called 

“Cooperative”) upon the following terms and conditions: 

 

1. For a new tap, Applicant will pay to Cooperative the sum of $1500.00, which, if 

this application is accepted by Cooperative, will constitute Applicant’s 

membership fee and tap-on fee.  If Applicant is requesting a transfer of service, a 

$36.00 fee is required, if the Applicant is a tenant a $150 refundable deposit is 

required and if Applicant is a new home owner a $50.00 deposit is required. 

 

2. Applicant agrees to provide Cooperative with all required right-of-way easements 

for location of water mains, water lines, meters and other facilities necessary to 

provide water to Applicant or other Cooperative members. 

 

3. Applicant will, when water becomes available, purchase from Cooperative all 

water used on the premises as long as Applicant is served by Cooperative and will 

pay thereafter monthly rates to be determined from time to time in accordance 

with bylaws of Cooperative, provided, however, that Cooperative may limit the 

amount of water to be furnished for industrial or commercial uses.  If this is an 

application for an existing service, Applicant will pay a bill of at least $36.00 per 

month regardless of number of gallons consumed. 

 

4. Applicant agrees that he will maintain plumbing on the premises where he uses 

the service and keep it in a state of repair so that it will not become defective and 

create a hazard to Applicant’s property or to Cooperative’s equipment. 

 

5. Applicant will comply with and be bound by provisions of the Articles of 

Incorporation and bylaws of Cooperative and such rules, rates and regulations as 

may from time to time be adopted by Cooperative.  Meters will be read by 

Cooperative on or about the 15th day of each month.  Water Bills may be 

estimated if circumstances so require.  Bills will be mailed by the last day of each 

month and will be delinquent 15 days after mailing.  There will be a 10 percent 

penalty added to each that is unpaid 15 days after mailing.  If a bill remains 

unpaid 30 days after mailing, the water supply to Applicant’s property will be 

shut off and service will not be restored until the delinquency and penalty are paid 

in full.  In addition, a service fee of $100.00 will be added to cover the cost of 

restoring service after disconnection for any reason.  An applicant’s bill which 

remains unpaid after 30 days will be sent to the attorney’s office for collection 

and a lien will be placed on the property in which the meter is located.  A filing 

fee of $100.00 will be added to cover cost. 

 

Exeter-Merritt
Highlight

Exeter-Merritt
Highlight

Exeter-Merritt
Highlight

Exeter-Merritt
Highlight

Exeter-Merritt
Highlight



 2 

6.  Applicant, by paying a membership fee and becoming a member, assumes no 

personal liability or responsibility for any debt or liabilities of Cooperative, and it 

is expressly understood that under the law his private property is exempt from 

execution for any such debts or liabilities.  However, Applicant’s bills which 

remain unpaid 30 days after mailing shall constitute a lien upon the real estate to 

which the service has been rendered, and such legal action as is necessary may be 

pursued to collect the delinquent charges.  Also, Cooperative assumes no 

responsibility for leaks on any connection or otherwise occurring at any place 

beyond Applicant’s meter. 

 

7. Cooperative shall use reasonable diligence to provide a constant and uninterrupted 

supply of water, but if such supply shall fail or be interrupted or become defective 

through any act of God, or public enemy, or by accident, strikes, labor troubles, 

conversion of lines, maintenance of line, or by action of the elements, or inability 

to secure right-of-way or any other cause beyond the control of Cooperative, the 

Cooperative shall not be liable therefore. 

 

8. Applicant agrees that he will not permit any cross-connections between 

Cooperative’s water supply system and any other water supply system. 

 

9. The acceptance of this application by Cooperative shall constitute an agreement 

between Applicant and Cooperative for a water contract under the above terms 

and conditions. 

 

Date______________________ Applicant__________________________________ 

 

Service Date: ______________   Social Security Number______________________ 

 

                                     Spouse____________________________________ 

 

               Social Security Number_______________________ 

 

               Address___________________________________ 

 

               City, State, Zip______________________________ 

 

 

 

Approved by: ___________________________ 

      Exeter-Merritt Water Cooperative 

 

Received on: ____________________________ 

 

Amount paid (if any): _____________________ 

 

   




